Masking Tape and Cars – Block Play
Activity Description
	The children are provided with a variety of colored masking tape that they stick on the floor or furniture to create roads or racetracks. They use toy cars to drive along the roads they’ve built or use blocks to add buildings to their landscape as well. Depending on the children’s ages, teachers may assist in setting up the tape, but essentially the children do the work, as that’s the most important part.
Learning Domains
	This activity crosses multiple learning domains of child development, including physical fine motor (handling the tape, sticking and unsticking, playing with the cars and guiding them through the roads), cognitive (planning and designing the road system, figuring out how to stick and unstick the tape, problem-solving how the roads connect and take shape around the space), language (learning new vocabulary like “tape”, “curve”, “corners”, communicating thoughts to peers), and social-emotional (cooperation and teamwork, self-regulation when things go unexpectedly).
Environment Set Up
	 I would set up this activity in the block play area by providing several rolls of masking tape, various toy cars and vehicles, and blocks for building structures and obstacles. I have a few ideas of ways to prepare the tape for them. One way is to just provide the whole roll of tape but be sure the tail end is hanging off a bit so it’s easier for them to grab and rip off pieces. Another way would be to take a pre-determined amount of tape and wrap it around popsicle sticks for them to unwrap in the same way, but with a way to control how much tape they use. A third way I thought of was the have some sort of bar the rolls of tape can hang on so the children can pull the tape with both hands if needed. Lastly, there could be pre-ripped strips of tape for the children to use sticking to the block shelves, but it may be important for them to have the fine motor experience with pinching, pulling, and ripping the tape off the actual roll. 
The most important parts of the activity to be emphasized would be the teamwork and the fine motor skills of peeling off and sticking pieces of tape. I would ensure that the activity stayed contained in the block area to keep the space safe for other children playing elsewhere, but if possible, I would bring some furniture into the area so the children could experiment with putting tape on different surfaces that aren’t level or go from low to high etc. 
Teacher’s Role
	The teacher’s role in this activity would be a demonstrator at the beginning who could prompt the children to make roads for their cars, or be as vague as “what can we do with this masking tape?” It would be most important for the teacher to focus on emphasizing the aspects of the activity they want to help the children develop the most, like fine motor skills or problem-solving. Also, obviously the teacher would need to set up the activity beforehand and be sure to monitor the children’s play throughout the day.
Why It’s DAP
	This activity is developmentally appropriate because it gives the children an opportunity to explore something new in creative and logical ways. They have the autonomy to choose how they play and how they use the materials provided. It also covers all the learning domains, so it focuses on the whole child rather than on just one aspect of their development. 

Sand and Gems – Sensory Play
Activity Description 
	In this activity, the sensory table is filled with sand and the children are provided with plastic or glass gems and rocks, buckets, shovels, and possibly some containers like boxes or treasure chests. The children play in the sand, scooping it with the shovels, filling buckets, and finding buried treasure. They can dig up the gems and little treasures and rebury them to find again and again. 
Learning Domains
	This activity satisfies multiple learning domains, including fine motor (digging, scooping, filling, burying, handling small objects, opening and closing treasure chests), cognitive, like hiding and finding objects (especially for younger babies and toddlers discovering object permanence), creativity, and problem-solving skills, and social-emotional (self-regulation through sensory play, communication with peers). 
Environment Set Up
	This activity would take place in the sensory play area, which consists of a child-sized sand table with plenty of open space around it for making messes. Ideally, it would be closer to the art and dramatic play and further from the quiet and clean areas. To keep the area safe, sand that got on the floor would be monitored by a teacher and swept up occasionally, perhaps just under the table while they’re playing, and then completely cleaned up when the play is over. Having the children help with the sand clean up would also be a valuable experience, with child-sized brooms and dustpans or vacuums. 
	Materials needed for this activity would be sand, buckets, shovels, spoons, treasure chests or containers, gems, rocks, coins or other fun treasures. 
Teacher’s Role
	The teacher’s role in this activity would just be to set it up and perhaps play alongside the children if needed. Ideally the play would be completely child-lead and give them the autonomy and opportunity to explore their curiosity and find surprises on their own. The teacher could support or scaffold their learning by sitting in and providing language for things that the children may not have the vocabulary for (gem, scoop, treasure, bury, dig, etc.) 
Why It’s DAP
	This activity is developmentally appropriate for toddlers and preschoolers because it’s child-lead play that focuses on whole child development. They get a hands-on experience with digging and burying things in sand and are filled with endless joy and surprise at finding hidden things. 
